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God 13 so awesome! I would first like to thank everyone for reading
and spreading the word about Root DJHE:ZID& We recerved so man
Phnﬂglc:]ls, e-mails, prophecies and words of encourapement from
Over C .

Az vou already know Root Magazine i3 "Your sowrce to the

mugg vibe._.and bevond; and m continue to give you ﬂlgecﬁﬁ
features, stores and music. 5 ing of music, we also tecemwed rave
reviews over the Root Box music p. and believe me, we will con-
tinue to brng the heat! ’

So much has happened since onr last issue. In a frre dav period we lost
three great people in entertainment; Ed McMahon, Farah Fawcett and
hDLIIS%ﬂtEL the undisputed King of Pop, Michael Jackson Not to
down play the deaths of McMahon and Fawcett but the death of M]
hit home for most of us here at Root as well as owr readers. T mean,
this 15 Michael Jackson! Thete were z0 many rmmors swirling around
that Michael had accepted Jesus in his kife st a few weeks prior but
only GOD Enows, Whatever the case, I pray that he 15 1n a better place
becanze Lord knows he suffered here on earth.

Ona bﬂ.ghtﬂi note I was so mujgued CMNN's Black in America 2.
Kndos to Soledad O'Bren and all of the producers at CNIN for
depicting many different sides of the Afncan-Amencan expenence. I
was vﬁ' ssed with Steve Perry, poneipal of Connecticut Capital
Prepatory Magnet School in Hart Connecticut for his unwaver-
ing commitment to ensure that children of color gnnd educa-
tion. 100% of all students from this school graduate and on to
college! We need more black men hke him m the mner r:ig]suhcml
system.

In addition, a few of our readers had some minor izsues with miewing
the magazine. We heard you and we now have an updated page turner
that 15 mmch easier to nawmgate. Check it out.

In this 1ssue of Root Magazine we had the prviledge of intervi
one of the greatest singers of our time, Ms. Kim Burrell Kim B
13 a breath of fresh air and so down to earth; she even gave me a

I dunng the intermiew! I believe GOD for everythung that was
e ]

To all of the single ladies, if you wanted to get into the minds
of men, you have to read the article ' t Men Want". To all married,
el or hopeful mﬂl;gles, "Why Dud I Get Macoed™ 13 a must read.
Lastly, R3 (Root Rec Beview) 13 a new feature in Root il
and we review new gospel releases. I am very excited and e i3
much more, s0 enjoy most of all tell a friend to tell a friend.

Let's Gollll

Pobens Hikan,_James

ROBERT HASAN JAMES
Editorial Director

€C..Kim
Burrell 1s a
breath of
fresh air and
so down to
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ichael Jackson just died!” Those

were the words that [ saw as [ was readin
friend’s Facebook status. Here we go with
the silly rumors again [ thoughr to myself.
Just to be certain I immediately went to
Google and typed in the search box “Mi-

chael Jackson dead” and. ...nothing! Surely,
if this were true it would be somewhere on
the World Wide Web, right? As [ am driv-
ing trying to get home to the television, I
turn to a radio station and “Rock with
You” is on the radio. I then began to panic
because 1 realize thar this is no coincidence.
Once [ get home and turn on the television
a caption that [ thought I would never read
in my lifetime went across the screen: The
King of Pop Michael Jackson, Dead at 50.

A few short hours after M] passed I felt
compelled to write my thoughts down on
paper and it was at that very moment I
realized that the Michael Jackson I grew to
love, left us a long time ago. The Michael T
knew was the lead singer of the greatest
eroup of all time, The Jackson 5 and at the
tender age of 9, Little Michael sang his way
into all of our hearts. Let’s fast forward to
the day after the Motown 25th Anniversary
performance when we ALL realized thar he
was from another planet after he did the
infamous moonwalk. We had never seen a
performer like him; nm]ackje not James,
not Elvis. We have to give props to the M]
albums that changed tFe face of music, Off
The Wall, Thriller, Bad and Dangerous. 1
guess by now you've guessed that this trib-
ute is not at afl like most written about him
since June 26, 2009. The crazy thing for me
though is that when I began putting my
thoughts rogether, I sort of drew a E]nnk
because quite truthfully, MJ hasn't been on
my radar since the nineties.

Now, don’t get me wrong, the man continued
to put out great music and up until this very
day I have most of it in my ipod. However, in
my mind, he just had too much going on his
personal life that T couldn’t get down with and
when [ can’t relate I check out.

Talk about a bizarre man living what looked
like to me a circus of a life. I don’t like the
circus. The circus appealed to me for about
five minutes of my entire childhood. To add
insult to injury, this man didn’t even want to
look like me.....so I thought. What's wrong
with having brown skin? In my opinion he
also made it quite clear that brown children
are unacceptable — I mean you have seen his
kids, right? Se, [th is sounding less and less
like a tribure isn’t it? You’re pmbahh asking
yourself why I was so excited to write about
him if this is how I feel. 'll tell you why. Be-
cause regardless of everything he is Michael
Jackson and though I could not relate to him
anymore, our fathers were painfully similar
men and our mothers are somewhar similar to
each other as well. Therefore my personal
belief is that much of his persona and whart
possessed him throughout his entire life
stemmed from m::-[hmg but pain. And I get
that, trust me I get pain but this isn’t about
me. Through that pain, Michael Jackson still
managed to give us the gift of his music, dance
and his charitable heart. For over forty years,
Michael Jackson lived his life in the very
public eye being idolized, ridiculed, wor-
shipped, mda-eﬁ and the list goes on. The more
I mlt about it, the more I realize that I am
euilty of some of these actions myself but at
the same time I proudly admit that I am for-
ever in his debt. You see an insanely large part
of my life is consumed by memories. These
memories range from the good to not so good
and everything in berween and music has
almost always gone hand in hand with my all

too frequent trips down memory lane.




Enter little Michael Jackson and his big brothers. To this day the Jackson 5 Christmas Album is
my favorite holiday album and it makes me feel safe and warm and young again and full of love
and hope. Today I can listen to Michael belt out “I Saw Mommy Kissi ng Santa Claus” and close
my eyes and time stands still. [ swear to you I am right back in E'rm:}L]‘.'n under the Christmas
tree slmLLng ifts and every smell, every sound, every ounce of feeling I felt back then, is back
and it’s in the here and now. If's mine again but for a moment at least, and my heart can almost
E‘\l_’)]l_'ll:lf' sometimes. That's how strong a hold those Motown days still have on me. Crazy, huh?
“Mama’s Pearl”, “ABC”, “The Love You Save My Be Your Own”, come on the list goes on and
on and I sit here now smiling and wiping tears away because [ realize that nothing else matters.
Not the surgeries or the strange marriages, not the self indulgent ranch or the accusations, or
even his skin color. None of this fazes me for a second anymore. Why in my adult life did I turn
up my nose at the mention of his name for so many years? Why is it now that doctors are
coming out saying that Michael had a skin disease called Vitiligo that caused his skin to be
lighter? He'd given me everything I needed and wanted in the earlier parts of his incredible
career. Michael Jackson and his brothers lived in our living room on that old record player in
the seventies as [ played and I danced and [ fantasized about what my life would be like some-
day. Right there, he was there with me as [ grew —and I loved him so! He was there by my side
when I morphed into a rebellious teen and left home in the eighties. In the early nineties he was
still around but I was just way too busy becoming a woman and shortly thereafter we went our
separate ways. 1'd check in from time to time but for me the fire had gone out so to speak.

I cannot tell a lie and pretend for the sake of this piece that I was running around in zippered
jackets cheering Michael Jackson on throughout his career. His early music that he performed
with his brothers and the solo Off The Wall, Thriller and Bad days is the music ['ve played reli-
giously throughout my life. Again, a lot of his music has forced me to shake my butt over the
last couple of decades but I froze him in time way, way back in the day. That's my Michael
Jackson and that's how I have always chosen to see and know him in my mind. So no more
blanks, I've filled in all the empty spaces with what makes me feel good and connected to such
an enormous phenomenon and that thing that makes me feel pood. There are probably hun-
dreds of thousands of people named Michael Jackson bur there can only be one MICHAEL

JACKSON!!

Thank you Michael — I will always, always remember the time...
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A_iden Wilson Tozer was an American Protestant pastor, preacher, author, magazine editor, Bible confer-
ence speaker, and spinfual mentor who made life changing comments that are still awing the minds of millions
today. Tozer once stated, on the subject of the Greatness of God- “God dwells in eternity, but time dwells
i God. He has already Lived in all of our tomorrows, as he has kived in all of our yesterdays.” First John chap-
ter 4 and verse 4 speaks explicitly about ehkminating excuses and fostenng fadure in our lives.

“Ye are of God, hittle children, and have overcome them: because greater i3 he that is in you, than he that 1s
in the world.” The Greek word for greater is “meizon”™ (pronounced mide-zone) means larger and/or stron-
ger. Tm'la}', this very moment, Greater (meizon) 13 working inside of you! Then, you may be asking, why I
am expenencing a steady flow of disappomntments, discouragements and battling depression” Why I am situ-
ated in sorrows and bombarded with feelings of complexity and anxiety? Because having greater in you does
not exempt you from trouble, but rather promdes encouragement through it It was Myles Munroe 1n his
book -The Principles and Power of Vision, who wrote “Successful men and women who have impressed and
impacted their generations weren't ncky. They didn’t just stumble onto greatness. They thought great things
and expected great things, and greatness found them ™ I believe that you are being Groomed for Greatness
while in the school of suffenng. Despite your Appravations, Aszaults and even Attacks God is proving hum-
self in your life. God reminds us in Romans 8:26- “For we know that all things work together for the good,
to them who love God and are the called according to his purpose.”™ Whenever faced with hife’s Apgravations
we should be enconraged because God can use them to birth our assignments. The very thing that brought
aggravation to you will birth the assignment in you. It is not haphazard or coincidence that you are experienc-
mg what you are and where you are- at this ttrme 1n your life. While reflecting, you may be asking then, “why
now and God is saving; “why not now!” Now 13 the perfect time for you to step into your destiny and recerve
all that God has planned for you. God gave you, at burth, everything you will need to accomphish your pur-
pose. He allows the appravations to assist you in discovenng them Anthony Robbins- American Advisor to
Leaders said, “T've come to bekeve that all my past fallure and frustration were actually lajing the foundation
for the understandings that have created the new level of ving I now enjoy.” Remember,

you are being Groomed for Greatness. Also, whenever faced with life’s
Assanlts we should be encouraged because God can use them
to bong accreditation. Only God can use what once molated
you to now validate you. He can use the power of your past to
propel you into your future. Don't allow what happens to you,
to hibernate in you. If Jesus had allowed what happened to
him to hinder him, he would never have kept hus appomntment
at Calvary. He, too, was lied on, and ndiculed and embarrassed.
He can use the assaults of life to work in your favor and become
a ibrant addition to your testimony and bong inspirations to8




others. Mike Murdock said- “Great men get Enocked down too, they just
keep pettingback up.” I challenge you to “get back up apain.™ Life is too
short and you are wasting it! You are viewing life from a level God never
intended for you. The testimony of a true champion is that they become for others what they
never had themselves. Remember, despite your assaults, you are being “Groomed for Greatness.™

Lastly, whenever faced with life’s Attacks we should be encouraged, because God can use them to brng assis-
tance. We are not attacked in life becanse we are always domg wrong, but perhaps because we are domg what
15 right! Joseph in Genesis chapter 37 was hated and attacked for walking in purpose. Sadly, hus attackers were
his family. The greatest hurdle, for some reading this article, is your family. The privilege of friendship is
choice. You have the povilepe to choose your friends; your family is assigned to you. But, you can silence the
crtics in your life by remaining consis- tent to God's plan for you. T}J.mugh the attacks
¢ and even vour life; God has the final word. Re-

Greatness.” John 3:2- says that “It does not
t know that, when Jesus shall appear (shall
¥ we shall be ke him; for we shall see
g way of assurmg us that help

t o

on your character, intepnty, finances,

member you are bemng “Groomed for
yet appear what we shall be: but we
be revealed and made fully known),
Jesus as he is.” This process is God’s
15 always available. Don't be afraid
golicit assistance from God. He iz

waiting to “groom vou for great-

nessl™
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with Yolanda Adams

by Robert Hasan James

Yolanda Adams is the undisputed princess of Gospel Music. Her contribution to
the world of music is impeccable. Grammys Awards, Stellar Awards, NAACP
Image Awards, Multi-Platinum Albums and #1 albums are all things that were not
only made attainable but achieved. So, with so many accomplishments over the last
20 years, what is Yolanda’s new passion? What has her up and out at the crack of
dawn? The Yolanda Adams Morning Show is syndicated in 40 cities across the
country with no signs of stopping anytime soon! Ms. Yolanda Adams took time out

of her busy schedule to talk to us. Listen in...



Root- Hello Ms. Adams
Yolanda Adams- Hey!

Root- The Yolanda Adams Morning Show has become a staple within the radio commu-
nity, did you think that it would get so big, so fast?

Yolanda Adams- In a way, yes but you know how God does, he gives you a passion and
a dream and then you couple that dream and that passion with hard work. And thart's all
we did. We all work well together. Brother Larry Jones has 32 years of experience in the
radio industry and Marcus and [ have just gathered around him. We've learned so much
from him and we have to give him majority of the credit for the success of the Yolanda
Adams Morning show. So without Brother Larry Jones, A.D. and Marcus I couldn’t do
this. It would be just the Yolanda Show. We are having great fun though.

Root- One thing I love about your show is that you guys have a lot of fun. It's not your
typical gospel show if you will. Do you ever get any backlash about it not being “Chris-
tian enough™?

Yolanda Adams- One thing we talk abour on the show that you may hear all of the time
is balance. There has to be a balance. If God laughs, how come we can't?

Root- Absolutely

Yolanda Adams- The scripture tells us that God laughs, the scripture tells us thar Jesus
had to rest, he hung out with his boys, his disciples. So that’s what we do.

Root- That's right. That's what it is all about.

Yolanda Adams- We do that and it is about that balance and we love it and it is a healthy
balance. There's not too much of anything. You know, you get the word, you get the
spirituality, you get the news that you can use. The great thing is that you get it in a per-
spective that is more like yours. Not just some warped person that is talking abourt, “Well,
you cni:m’t do this and you can't do that.” As Christians, there are a lot of things that we
can do.

Root- [ totally agree. I have one last question. Does your daughter Taylor understand the
significance of Barack Obama being the 1st African American President of the United
States of America?

Yolanda Adams- Yes she does, as a matter of fact we've known the Obama’s for quite a
while so she knows how important that really is. She knows that she is a special girl to

know the first family.

Root- Thank you so much.
Yolanda Adams- God Bless you!



ROOT RELATIONSHIPS

OK let's start from the beginning, who calls who
first....... The man will make the first call knowing it
will allow us to obtain a level of control or momen-
tum. As a matter of fact, the first two phone calls
place us in a good position on the chessboard so to
speak. So ladies, let the man make the first call so
vou don't seem desperate. It's always very nice in the
beginning when you are getting to know one
another so whatever you do to intrigue him in the
beginning, continue to do so well after the first call.
Don’t switch up ladies!

Men aren't as complex as the nature of YOU women
but we are meticulous in our preference. She almost
has to be flawless in his own perception; we want her
to be assertive, witty, attractive, domestic, submis-
sive and faithful. There has to be a conjunction
between her beauty and smarts, her inner and outer.
Don’t be afraid to watch the game with him and his
friends.

Men like it when other men admire the

fact that their lady is cool and down to
earth. At the same time, know when to
give a man his space. Ladies, this is
important. Now, don’t get me wrong,
there are some men who like to be with
their woman twenty four, seven. This type
of man is what we call weak, insecure and
maybe even jealous. Most men like to
have their space every now and again and
it has nothing to do with YOU so don't
take it personal. Men hate when women
nag so if you are a nagger, keep it moving.
I want to emphasize the tum-off when a
woman is being clingy and overbearing.
The constant calls and monitoring
becomes borderline “stalk like™. We not
only enjoy the "chase" but being chased
takes the allure out of it all. If you want
our undivided attention, just ignore us.
Shhhhh, don’t tell the brothers I told you

DT 3ecret.



Spontaneity and constant stimulation are
the platform to his "act right" aura. No
man wants to know what to expect or not
receive any level of stimulation whether it
is physically or mentally. Once either of
the two is compromised expect an abrupt
change in his behavior. ...Always remem-
ber that ladies.

It is wery hard to imagine that he would
remain interested if not imrigued and
again stimulated. Eeep in mind, stimula-
tion is mot always about sex. It can be
stimulation of the mind, body and spirit.

During that initial encoun-
ter he almost immediately
know what role YOU w1
define in his life and every
man has

by
Al
King

categories that he creates for
each woman to fill. Some are
ood listeners, some are career
riven/stable but he will find
their purpose.

Attraction is key and is sparked by her walk, her tallk,
her hair style, her person. Whatever it is...it is what
does it for him. Personally, I'm a sucker for a pony-
tail, some high heels and a strut. It does something
to me and makes me want to melt when I'm in the
company of such a speciwoman (I made up my own
word). Men love it when a woman plays the “hard to
get” role but don’t take it too far because we will
eventually get frusirated and move on.



WHATMENWANT

Why is it that as soon as you say “I Do",
the Victoria Secrets get replaced by the
granny panties and the sex is far and few in
between? This is a major problem because
before the nuptials, vour hair and nails was
done consistently and you were more affec-
tionate. Now that you have what you want,
the REAL YOU is presented. Not good
ladies. This is what we men like to call a
facade and this is why men turn to other
things to take the place of what is missing
in their relationship. Your responsibility to
give us what we need is not easy. You can't
have any boundaries sexually and must be
able to bring the lion out of the cage. We
expect your touch, kiss and all bodily mo-
tions to be impeccable. In his mind, the
worse kind of woman is one that is sexually
BORING, it’s not only a let down but moti-
vation to seek out a supplement. 3ex is like
water, it flows and flows but when it
becomes robotic and telegraphic, it takes
the fun out of it. 3o spice things up a litide
bit, you are married!

Hebrews 13:4 states: Marriage is honorable
in God’s sight and the bed, undefiled.

Ladies, I know you are asking yourself how
is it that some of your married friends who
are "less productive” in status seem to
keep their man wrapped around their
finger? The answer to that is if you want us
to act right, you have to give us all of the
right things at the right time...whatever
that may be. That is what men want!

¢C

)



“Your mother was right: ™ you were not ready! You don’t understand what it

takes to take care of a woman, you think like a boy in a man’s body and oh yea,
you still aren’t in touch with your sexuality! Ishould have listened to her and
everyone else who kept telling me all of those things as well as warning me to;
keep my own bank account, keap my house that I BOUGHT and rent it out, and
don’t burn the bridges that assisted in my success. But did I listen, NO! What
in hell was I thinking about marrying a man with no full time job, who was still
in college and who was ‘t:m:mn-::u:u:r around living with family members. And Oh,
lets not for get the fact that your pments are both nuts! Your daddy can’t make
up his mind and be with just one woman, and your mom is still so messed up
over him hurting her that she treats you like her man and her girlfriend, and you
act like the punk she made you! Oh now you want to walk out like always!
What you can’t handle the fruth?! Aaaahhhhh!!! Why Did I Get Married???!!!”




“WOW!" is right. This is a fictional version of a one-sided argument that more than 50% of first year mar-
ried couples have. The sad thing is that I probably watered this version down a bit. It's the age old question
echoed in many homes, preceded by a door slamming... “Why did I get married?” Let’s attempt to answer
this question as well as, “Why should I Get Married:”

There are three types of people who get married; those who are ready, those who think they are ready, and
those who know they aren’t ready but are responding to the pressures of life. Those pressures are; “I don't
wanna grow old alone, so I'll settle”, “I'm not ready to reveal my sexual choice, so I need a cover”, or I
need something or someone to define me and marriage can do that". ALL ARE WRONG! People who
are ready are those who have mastered their social skills, spirituality, and their pursuit for success as a
mature single, having been properly prepared by a mentor. The ones who think they are ready are the ones

who prepare for the wedding day, but not for the marriage.

Every husband wants:
This is a real God ordained
need. It is intended to be a small part of marriage

that should not get much head line, but when it is
neglected it becomes front page news.

Believe it or not men want
someone that will be with him, doing the things he
enjoys.

Life is competitive
enough for him, he does want to have to continue
to prove himself to his wife over and over.

A dean, well-managed
castle. Learn how to do it or hire a maid!
“5o again [ say, each man must love his
wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect
her husband.” Ephesians 5:33 (read 1Peter 3:1-2)

and blow his mind with them.

to reach his goals
and fulfill his destiny.

» and then please him!
how much you love him,
show him.

Here is some great advice for every wife to be. Get
to know him and what he really wants and needs,
not just what YOU want to give him. If it sounds
like real men are sensitive it's because they are!

Evety wife wants:
giving. .. holding. .. hugging... for

no reason at all.

Be open with her.
Ladies, make sure you can handle him being open.
YES — never having to say,
“How are we going to pay...2"
spending quality time.
Priority! ... No Comperi-
tion
Remember the things you did
when you were newlyweds.
Pampering, basking and a little
cool-down conversation.
and succeed!

watch her... study

(Contacr, B.J.T.D. @ devinenew@aol.com)
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Get fitness advice from
Jeffrey C. Gunthorpe

Jeffrey is the former fitness rnana[:}er at the New York
Athletic Club (NYAC) and personal trainer to many busi-
ness men and women in NYC. At the New York Athletic
Club he ran a department that followed strict fitness
guidelines and worked with many semi pro athletes, rec-
reational sports enthusiasts, post rehab specialties, those in need of overall improved function.

Jeffrey started personal training in 1997 at an Atjjgcale club in NYC. While training clients he also
started coaching high school track and field. one season at Convent of the Sacred Heart,
he took on the job of establishing training schedules for his high school alma mater Cardinal
Ha'rle5 in the Bronx along with being named the Head Coach of Track and Field in 1998. As a
h3 school sprinter he won state, city and placed in national championships. A short lived
college career at the University of New Mexico was cut short by injuries.

Over the years Jeffrey’s client list has included high school athletes, lawyers, judges, corporate
execs., business owners, designers and bankers. His you client was 10 years old and his
oldest client was 97. In 2006 Jeffrey became the Fitness Advisor to the Frank McGuire Founda-
tion (www.mcguriefoundation.org). In 2008 Jeffrey formed Coach Management (Coachmgt.
LLC) to address the growing and concems that small business and individuals have. He
offers personal and corporate advice on fitness and functional training. He also offers personal
fitness and consulting services to clients in Maryland , New York and Virginia .

Jeff was born in Cleveland , Ohio on a Tuesday morning in 1975 raised in the Bronx, NY and
currently resides in Laurel , Maryland . He is married to Tamekia Boucher and has one child,
Jeffrey Kenneth.

online to offer readers fitness advice through
articles on the many topics formed from the ever growing fitness industry. The first of many
articles to come are those that concern readers the most. Everyone is encouraged to email
Jeffrey dir at rootmagfitness@gmail.com with topics for the first article. The subject or
nature of the first article will focus on the area that most readers are concerned with. Any per-
sonal questions or inguiries will be addressed on a one to one basis. We are looking forward to
your feedback and continued success of the Root Magazine Online!

Favorite quote "Just do it" by Nike
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NEW
DIRECTION

DESTINY
Written by Aisha J.

We know you haven’t heard

from the contemporary/hip hop

youth choir New Direction for

some time now but they are defi-

nitely not strangers to the Gospel

Music Industry. Destiny marks the

choir’s 5th CD and its selection of

music contains high energy songs and

wonderful worship ballads. Its tunes

will inspire you to trust and believe God

for the greater coming to your life and to

keep praising him Destiny, which is the

first track sets the tone for the rest of the

CD and has a youthful groove and rap inter-

that will make you clap your hands and dance! It will
also encourage you to stop focusing on the pit stops of life and keep
your eyes on the destination. The song “Lord You're Worthy”, lets us
know to praise God fr.:-[ who he is in our lives and not what he can do for us.
“Starting all over again™ is truly a song that will have you in tears because regardless of your
past slip-ups and sins, God has forgiven you and wants you to forgive yourself and IEEEP
living your life like its gc:lden After crying you will want to hit the floor ‘when hearing the
song “Heaven™ to get ya praise on!

Founder Jeral Gray has done it again by creating another CD with stunming studio tracks
that can still be sung during Sunday morning service. This is definitely a must have for all
You will be glad you made the investment!
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THE WINNER IN M|

By Chloe Van der Poole










JAMES

by Robert Hasan James ‘There are
many artists in the history of music that
come out with a HOT debut album but
by the time their sophomore album is
released, the infamous sophomore jinx
becomes a harsh reality. That is the
reality of many artists but the reality of
J. Moss is that he is releasing his 3rd
album and it is by far his best work to
date. The album is entitled “Just
James” and the title is indicative in
every sense of the word, excluding any

Euest appearances, even lea the
ound duties to well.. ust
{1 es The album opens up wit
AJAM banger entitled *“I gave it up“
this track is sure to be a radio favor-
ite. The first single “Restored” is a
beautiful song that shuwmsesl_lé Moss?
vulnerability to the Lord as i
“I'm restored and I've been rewarded,
I’'m redeemed from guilt and shame,
Never rejected just reconnected, now
I'm exalted because I know his name.”
This album is full of praise and worship
S0

s as well. So Into You, Sweet Jesus

oly One are all sure to be on the

ertoire of praise and worship teams
worldwide.

J. Moss shnws some musical maturity
on a few songs but one song in particu-
lar entitled e Anointing” is a jazz

influenced s that will make Will
Downing proud. I would i unagmf: if the
album was not titled “Tust James”, this

song would have featured the likes of
Eim Burrell, Karen Clark- Sheard and
Na Wilson. However, Moss does
not disappoint on this song AT ALL as
he sings the song like a ﬂ]lazz ro with
passion and anmn ed into
one. Hopefully when the remix comes
out, Root Magazine will get some pro-
duc::r credits %ﬂz

As the album draws to a close, you
begin to undersiand that J. Moss rea]ly
gave us some of the best songs he has
to offer and once the last s which is
the title track) plays, it is solidified. The
title track “Just James” at first listen
sounds identical to Jennifer Hudson’s
“If this isn’t love” and could easily fit in
with all of the “Top 40” songs of today
The chorus boasts “I keep thml-ung
bout, where I went wrong, it’s kecil:m%
me awake at night all alone, but what
realized underneath all of us are really
just the same, I'm Just James. Now
enter your name .




So who is your pick for the
best of the best of
1993/19947

You Voted:
Hezekiah Walker!
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Here are some stand-out tracks from both classic albums:




BEST OF FALL 20006

VERSKES

Friend of Mine, As We Lay, Mirror Mirror, Both of these women have sold millions
It’s Gonna Rain.... of records doing secular music, Kelly Price
Right Here, I'm So Into You, Weak, as a solo artist and Coko as one third of
Rain.... Any of these songs ring a bell? the group SWV and later as a solo act.

------

- i\
Lh i _Iﬂif‘";ii 1A

Note: Both albums in which these songs were featured sold an astoundir
million copies collectively! -

In addition, both of these super-talented Sisters have lent their
Voices to two of the bi iggest smash hits of the latter century;
Kelly Price with the hook to Mo Mnney, Mo Problems (Notorious B.I.G.) and Coko with the
hook to Men In Black (Will Smith).

However, in the Fall of 2006 both Kelly Price and Coko (Cheryl Clemons) decided to go back
to their ROOTS and record their first gospel album. Kelly’s first single “Healing” was a main-
stay at gospel and secular stations nationwide and “Clap va hands” from Coko’s solo effort
was y
Infectious. So who gets your vote for the
best of the best of Fall 20067

|:.

www.rootmagazineonline.com



5
*

Vqul\')—iif\ N 1 ?‘E ?

If you would like to be featured
n our “New Artist Spotlight”,
Please email your bio and
High-Resolution photos to:

therootmag@yahoo.com
Please also send a CD of your project to:
Root Magazine

PO Box 1753
Bensalem, PA 19020
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by Robert Hasan James
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It 1s very rare that an artist can release two solo albums and become a
legend not only in their genre of music but in all genres. It is even more
ng a rarity that an artist who does not release a new body of work in over
E‘.lght vears is still considered relevant. There’s your re artist and then
thexes Kim Burrelll Kim Burrell’s debut release was the buzz of 1996

ly because we had never heard gospel music sound q_mtc like this; re-
frcs and | jazzy. Once her secon ort, Everlashng Life, was Iclcascd
it became an instant classic. Kim Burrc]l 1s a singer’s singer. Singers love
her because she does things with her voice that some would otherwise be
afraid to do. Musicians love her because she understands musicianship
and always has at least one instrumental piece on each of her albums. So
why did it take eight years for new material? To be quite honest she has
been very visible, working consistently during her hiatus and lending her
voice on projects from the likes of Stevie Wonder, Missy Elliott, R. elly,
Donald anence Harry Connick, Jr., Richard Smallwood and many

others.

It’s less than 48 hours after the mysterious death of the legendary
Michael Jackson and Kim Burrell 1s meek, yet jovial. She talks about why
after t years of not releasing any new material, she decided to do an
entire album of cover songs. She also talks about her encounter with
King of Pop and the person that has her smiling these days. This is Kim
Burrell like you've never seen her, uncanny, transparent, funny, sad and
just plain ole Kim! It’s like she never left...



Root-Everyone 1s asking ““what took you so long to grace us with another album:" It has
been 8 years since you released a full album of new material

Kim Burrell-This answer is difficult. I was working the whole time and I just decided to do
a recording and self write. I got together with the producer of the company that I am now
affiliated with. I'm not signed to any label I just did a business deal with Shanachie Records
and we put some songs out. Actually I'm going to work on two more albums before the
year 1s out

Root-Wow!!
Kim Burrell-That will make up for lost time.

Root-It sure will. So after so much time in between albums, what made you do an album
full of cover tunes as opposed to all new material?

Kim Burrell-Because I have two more albums to do and I just wanted to have fun withit I
also wanted to present songs that people are used to hearing a certain way. A lot of people
say, “Oh I like Kim Burrell but I don't understand her si " 50 I wanted to do some
songs they may know, so they can say, “Oh that’s her stuff!” You know kind of make them
f: with me a little bit better. And I like those songs, I just happened to choose them
and it’s more relaxing Some people listen to gosgl sometimes spelis full of ene
BeBe and CeCe.. are kind of laid back I kind of wanted to do something laid ba
you knowr

Root-I understand totally. The great thing about your album is that you made it your own
and nothing sounds like anything that you heard on the previous versions. You definitely
made it your own.

Kim Burrell-Thank you.
Root-Ilove it. Like the reprse for “Jesus”, I absolutely love at!!
Kim Burrell-Are you serious?

Root-I love the onginal, but myself and a friend of mine were in the car listening to the
reprise like “do you hear this?” It’s just so candid.

Kim Burrell- Wow, I'm glad to hear you feel that way.

Root-Yeah definitely You've been adﬂumd and raised by everyone from Beyonce to
Harry Connick Jr. to Stevie Wonder. H Jz. even referred to you as one of the
greatest musical minds of our time. H-::fw dc:-es ﬂ:lat mal;f. you feel”

Kim Burrell-It makes me feel like my yes to God was full and complete. For him to really
hear that, not that T doubt my years to God, but for somebody who, I know a little bit about
aj_%rl:l}ut not much to say what his walk with God is, to make him discern that or to make

d of statement is very humbling and it makes me feel so great. It makes me know

that God really did give me something special that exemplifies his nature, that would make

people who don't sing gospel hear his voice. It's gratifying, spiritual gratlﬁ'mg

Root-Exactly You went from an I ﬂpmdmt Record label to status with a major record
labels like Electra and Sony. I recently heard Yolanda Adams say that she would never
record for a major record label. What‘s your take on that as far as Majors vs. Independents



Kim Burrell-T never say never, because only God and I know where she 15 coming from and
I agree, she’s my home girl I agree with her based on what she’ sglfg but I would never
say never because I'm wa God turn some things around in world at a pace that
certain people want to 1 ignore. I guess if someone reads this one would say, “What 15 it that
you see that I don't see ‘Whatlsltthatlu[r Obama, the mmﬂntmthemdust[y

d() that is turning things around to ma]:e ! nevﬁr?*” verybody didn’t go bankrupt.

Ve 4 cnm&‘r’lly t now that’s go Eﬂthat’t on to nf ev :% ipht now and
:E_T.'E dmng their it God b-e fur you, who can be against you fore, I never
sayneverand I a mth Yolanda to a c:erta_m extent hecause there is so many in the
En u![:m] recording business that will make you say, “Nah, I'll pass.” But I'm here for the long
and whatever will be, will be.

Root-And you don't feel shghted by any record labels because it just seemed like a big
shuffler

Kim Burrell-No, I don't feel slighted at all because God protected me in such a way and he
orchestrated my ‘deals with these record companies. From Independent to Sony to Elektra
to the whole transition of the Warner Bros. engine.

Root-You were still very much visible even with you not having an album out.

Kim Burrell-Yes, I escaped with no scars because God did it. It’s hard to explain. People
would look at my paperwork and say, “Come on, you're lying there is no way you got out of
this without going to court” Sorry, ]esus already went to the cross, that was my court and
I'm done!

Root-That’s powerful How do you balance ministry with mothethood?
Kim Burrell-It's hard. The hard part about it is not being able to have him with me every-

where. He's with me in my heart. People that are close to me, especially when I'm on the
road, I know I get on their nerves because I speak of Chrstian all the time. Christian is

very special to me.
Root-How old is he?
Kim Burrell-Chrstian will be seven years old in September.

Root-Wow! Time is flying!

Kim Burrell-Yeah and in my heart he is still seven months. Sometimes I have to let him
have his independence but flmn ing is I have no choice because he has this indepen-
dence that supersedes his father ve never seen anyone like him, he’s not aggres-

sive, he’s just very confident and he dc}&sﬂ‘t allow me to do some of the things that I would
like to do with him anymore. After accelpdjd%that, I realized that for the call of God on nr
son’s life I have to take my hands off 't see my son through the eyes of God and
knﬂwﬂmthehasahfetﬂlma , especially thr the life of a woman who loves God and
serves God as well as a father who serves - He has no choice but to do what the will
of the Lord is. I have to start out treating him that way. 5o it’s kind of hard, it's my little
baby. But it’s easy because he is so musi inclined. He likes stuff that I don’t get. His
favorite drummer for the month is To yster Jr. who is world renowned. Tony has
played with Jay-Z and he has so many DVDs out. Tony came to my house about two years
ago and Christian never forgot that.



Kim Burrell-He brought Christian some sticks and Christian just sits and listens to Tony.
If T don't stop him, he will sit for three and four hours on YouTube and he will say,
“Mommy, I need you to come here and listen to this” and while I'm listening, mg 01 15
moving his hands exactly the way Tony is doing, feet included. At the tender age o

he 15 very, very talented.

Root-What’s crazy about that i1s my daughter is six and she is into drums and as a father I'm
like you don't want to do something else?

Kim Burrell- Don’ fight it because she is learning thythm, she will eventually be a singer.
And to have a mind as a drummer, nobody is going to be able to beat that.

Root-I never looked at it that way. You know the world 1s mourning the death of Michael
Jackson. Did you ever get the chance to work with him or meet him:

Kim Burrell-I met him in the Bahamas in 1998. We were there for the ing of the
Atlantis Hotel and it was every personality in Hollywood and in music. Everyone from Ma-
donna , P. Diddy, Steven 3 1g, Quincy Jones, Stevie Wonder, Oprah Winfrey, Gail
King, Stedman, sza], Stin hﬁ Anybody ﬂ:lat you could ever think of in movies s_nd,r" or
music was there, including Michael. I will never forget; Myself, Donnie McClurkin, BeBe
Winans and _]mnes Ingram was coming off the top of the mountain and we had |ust fin-
ished singing and the police were b, Michael on the golf cart and people from the
same industry that he is in were breaking their backs to take pictures of this guy because he
was just that infectious. He was a genius and I feel special towards him because we were
born in the same month. ﬂy;ﬂblrthda}r 1s August 26 and he is August 29. I'd always held
that special because I know that Virgos are very strange individuals and I'm not into horo-
scopes like that but I read them from time to time. But with Michael, I always felt like we
did know each other because we have so many simular traits. I understood him sitting Iép

a tree because he was an extremist. What else do you do in your forties when you’ve done
eum‘ythin%_lin your teens and twenties that most people only dream of? What else would
you do’ He could have done anything But he was being himself and I'll miss him for
being creative and I'll miss knowing what he could have been at 60. T'll miss what his inter-
view could have been at 70.

Root-It doesn’t matter, saved or saved, Chrstian or Buddhist, Michael Jackson touched
everybody.

Kim Burrell-He touched everybody! I was actually going to London on July 13 to see him
perform.

Root-Were your

Kim Burrell-Yes. I talked to Rodney Jerkins and I was going t-:l}dgu with him on a private jet
ﬂ}i out to London and meet him before the concert, up close and personal. In retro-

fpe glad I didn’t because if I met him up close like fr:lat it would have been very hard
Or me ht now there is a deep cry inside of me for Michael. I told my mom today,
on the way to the airport they were playing him si “Gone to soon” and they were play-

mng d.lff&l:&n Ip&oples interviews since he’s died. And then he will come in with “Gone
too soon.” It was so much for me that I had to turn the radio off. I just know that in two
weeks when this hits me that I'm going to cry.

Root-I know: It’s so hard to believe that the King of Pop is gone.



kKim Burrell-Yea I'm gomng to cry and I’m going to take my time and cry because he
deserves it. I'm gomng to meet um one day.

Root-Ok we are going to do a little word association before I end and just tell your thoughts
on these indviduals. Stevie Wonder?

Kim Burrell-My friend, genius.

Root-Nancy Wilson-

Kim Burrell-A Lady. Smart.

Root-Yolanda Adams?

Kim Burrell-Funny, creative.

Root-Kim Burrell#

Kim Burrell-All the above.

Root-I like that.

'I:{hj.m_Buﬂﬁll-Eﬁcaus-: that’s what they say. I'm only 5:1?111& that to keep from going down
e list to say what all of them say to me about me. And I am all of the above because
eater 1s he, it’s the greater in me that makes me say that Because when I tell you I'm

oarse nght now, so I don't think I’'m perfect. I 'luﬁt know that the greater in me can allow
me to be all of those things and still be humble, love God and look for that in other people.
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“Sierra”
Polished

Poet

Root: Sierra, you have

a word piece

entitled Talking to

God. Where did the

i];.'_sg_'raﬁuu from that

g‘o g‘lﬂﬂlpﬂﬂ]ﬂ come
m?

I think for me it

came from the idea of

how even if you don't have a
specific_ spirituality you follow,you
can always find vourself to someone
“out there”, whether you call this on GOD or not.

As ¥Dll et older you find the desire within you to articulate
that and say who am I talking to and are listening or
respondi oem for me was just kind of playing with
the idea of like who this person is for me and how important
he is to me and how I want to communicate. I know that itis
a common theme, that struggle of is anyone listening when
I am talking to someone out there and it’s just sort of about

that idea.

Root: You're one of the big names in the spoken word scene.

Who are some of your influences?

Sierra: Some of my bi influences are Andrea Gibson;
she’s a spoken word out of Denver. She’s a phenom-
enal writer, great flow. Enish Moskani is another poet out of

Seattle who 1s really great. Most of my influences are a lot of
lu'ii?ll tgple that I see like Omni, who I will be performing
w I.




Root:
. What are
views on “The Church™?
Sierra: I grew up in a Christian family and
I have an ent assortment of friends. One

side of the spectrum is agnostic or atheist and
the other side who are veaf?lstrnug Catholics and
I like to say that religion and the church holds a
very important place in my life and I think that
it is important to find a h medinm because
I see both extremes of the sitmation and I the
most important thing for me is and
tolerance for all. Church has always been some-
thing that is rooted in my family and has been
Important to me.

Root: Have any of your works been published?

Sierra: I j Iis]%m a book deal tgdgEt my manu-
script ished by Red Bloody publishing,
coming out in September.

Root: What’s next for Sierra?

Sierra: The book deal changed my whole life.
However, next I will be e the book with
tllisspuhhshm' gmmpmgganditwﬂlbereleased
in September. From there I will be doing a
spoken word tour for about two months so
poken word tour for about tw ths so I
will be living on the road.

Appgll?ﬁ{tﬂ

Root: You recently made the zoo09 N{;Dl‘i—
can Poet's National Slam team. Your
type of poetry is taboo in this scene as
E:;llllr type of nel:l;i;is cleaner and Chris-

ian based. How did you feel when you
actually won?

Thee Apprentice: To win the zoo09 Nyori-
can Slam team was a verv big accom-
plishment, especially becanse of my type
of p .Pnrthemustlpart my poems
are positive, Christ cen ered, faith cen-
tered and all about positivity. So to make
it in an atmosphere where Christ isn’t
real&y welcomed or digested felt reall
ﬁoo . I'won on a Friday and I was stuc
or four days because I was in a state of
shock. I was to my brother
et 50 tsed to putting your beat foot Jor.
et so used to pu ur I-
E\- and not lI]n i }E across that H]n;u
tend to find confidence in the fact that
vou know you gave it your all. Butto have
ven it my all and to cross over was just
GE. Also, all the e that came out
that night and supported, made a differ-
ence because in slams sometimes the
crowd tends to sway the judges so
because there was such a large crowd
that supported me, it put pressure on
some e other poets. Some of them
actually tried to d n];mems with God,
Christ and charch in them but that it my
realm. I got that! All in all, it really was a
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"Celebrity Chef Nee Nee,
Queen of Hip-Hop Soul
Food"

Then God said, "I give you -H-é? o8- &e::z:rwj' filanr on the face of the
whole sarth and svery toe that fu "i’.rurz wth fwa’ m i T*‘é] will be
yours for food." Gehesiz 1:20 N

"Food: Matersal, usnally of plant or animal ongin, that
containg or consists of essential body mitnents, such as
carbohydrates, fats, proteins, vitanuns ot minerals, and
i3 inpested ﬂ.r:ll.'l asamnlated by an or sm to pro-
ﬂ}wﬁ enerpy, stimulated prowth and maintain

e

Mee Nee counts it an honor and a prrmlese to be
the vesse] that God chosen to use for such a time
as thus, to be a hmmble servant through the minis-
try of n:c:uq:lkmg

She has served a number of recording artist
through her position held as Executive
Chef,/ Food Consultant that lannched Sean
(Diddy) Combs' Tustin's franchize restanrant's in
both New York and Atlanta. Nee Nee also served
as personal "on call" chef to many others. Dubbed
e Queen of Hip-Hop Soul Food", by her
former boss, her cooking has taken her from the
Emiects i Bmcklm to Park Avenue. Please allow
1e Qieen” to take vou on this delightful joumney
as she shares with you some of her famous cuisines
that have excited the palates of many. One of Diddy's favorites was this sipnature dessert below...

RED VELVELCLIBGRAEES

fields: Three 9-inch laver cakes Baking Time: 12-25 minutes, 325
degrees P:e—heated oven Level of lel%:ult}r Moderate.

Diry Ingredients Wet Ingredients Cream Cheese Frosting

2172 2 cups of cake flour 1 cup of buttermilk 4- cups of confectioners sugar
2- cups ngranulated Sgar 2-e 1-1b of cream cheese { room
1- teaspoon of baking soda l teaspoon of minepar (wiute distilled) temperaiuze)

1- teaspoon of fine salt 1-1/2 cups of can ml 1-1b of butter zoftened)

1- teaspoon of cocoa powder  1- oz of red food { McComicks) 1- teaspoon of vanilla extract

Technique i 2

Sj.fttuge‘lhnu]l mgredients, Add hqmd in and electric muming bowl and beat on medium speed until
Slﬂwly 5 dry ingredients to bowl, until all ingredients are combined Bake (2 350 degrees for 20-30

Frosting: Mix to E;Eethm: the cream cheese and the softened butteer, Gradually add confectioners sugar until

it reaches desir

Serves 10- 12
Tip: Serve with Banana Ice Cream

sweetness and smoothness, Add 2 teaspoons of vamilla extract and frost the cake.




of us remember early Sunday mornings preparing for chur
oI singing “T'his is the sound of Pent-:mat, all over the wor
e would belt cut, “ohh, ohh, ohh, ohh, chh ™ It was none
imothy Wright.

find gc-h back again to childhood choir days where we would sing
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numbed by the news of what was more than a horrific accident o
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£%One More Daj;' continued to [







